Mes. James W. Crouwder
Gensalogical Reszarch
157 Yorh Street
Chester, South Carolina 29706

STINSON

This study is undsrtaken tc show the ancesiry, so far as it has becn possible to
atermine, of ESTHER HEPBIZAM FERGUSON, wif: of Dr. Wm, J. STEYENSON, This couple
i3 buried in Cld Catholic Presbyterian Churchyzard in the SE section of Chastsr

County. Tholr gravestones:

DR. ¥. J. STEVENSON/ born L February 1815/ Died 2l .Fe‘bmary 1865
E. H. SLQWH‘“O’J/ wi fe of DR. W. J. STEVENSON/ born ‘19 November 1826/
Died .1 u‘..uu_r,y 1909
Some of their yuung chiidrsn are alsc buried here, viz:
ISABEL JANE/ daughter of Dr. WILLIAM J & ESTHER FERGUSON DTEVENSON/
oorn 14 October 1857/ Died 15 December 1862/

'H C./ Daugnter of WM, & E. H. STEVENSON/ D;Led 10 Aug. ‘1856/
'-age 2 years/ 6 mos./ 1 day/

" STR."m O/ D«uchter of WM, J. & E. H. STEVENSON/
Died 27 April 1355/ aged 3 y;s/ .8 mos/ 1L days/

Th- doscent of ESTHER HEPZIBAH FERGUSON ( FBRGUSON) STEVENSON on her FERGUSON
ancesiury, shows that she weas daughtel; of JAMES FERGSON and his wife MARY (STINSON)
and grand daughter of SAMUZL FERGUSON and his wife ISABELLA ( BARBZR.) ISABELLA

RARRER was the danghter of Samve\BARBER.

. WE BEGIN WITH BARBER.
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The first white settlers in Chester Counr,y, or what is now Chester County, came
here in the 1740's and setiled in what is now called the R« Rocky Mount arza, The first
land grants known in that scction were made ca. 1742, however, since it took at
least a year or so to make the grants after the land was located and platted by the
surveyor, it mey have been that the earl:.est settlers wrme here by the late 1730's.

While the first settlers were few, Braddock's Defsat in ‘I:Lrg.}.nla in 1755 and the en-
suing raids and massacres of the white settlers there brought streams of new people
intc the Piednont frow what is now West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

In this very early period there wazs not a clear and definite boundary line between
North and Scuth Carolina, Many land grants which later fell into Lancaster, Chestcr
and York Counties in South Carclina, were made by the Governor of North Carolina &
a2t the time of the original grant, thought to be in North Carolina. Th~e boundary was
finally "“-;ulwly set in 1771/1772 s When the line between ths two states was sur-
veyed and the demarcaticn establishad by order of GEORGE III King of England.

Therz ares many de2ds now of record in Chester: and ather COUIlult.S which prove 'Dhl
and many North Carolina deeds and wills, filed in N. C. which attest the same

Item: ANSOHE C"‘U\F'Y '\T. C. EARLY WILL

WILL of DAVID FARGUSOH ( F.erguson ) which-was signed 22 December 1761 nanes
Wife.," if she has a child® '

Sisters: HATY...SARAH...JANE.. Bxtrs are PETER KULP SAMUEL KEELY
Wtns : RORGTRT McCREARY & ROBEZRT WALKER =
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This document above shous ‘?EIEU“ON_, ULPS, JEELEYS, etc. in this area as early as 1761.

Though this was filed in Anson Cou.nuy N. -C. all the part1c1panu3 involved llved in-:
Chester County and in the Fishing Creek area. I haw further research if you should

want it on this family ( sisters) of DAVID.

-.—.-—...—,.-._-—...-....—-

DAR wcterial states that SAMUEL FERGUSON weas born in Ireland which is prcbably true. :
We know that hic brother was JAMES F“RGUSON given z commission a5 Colonel in the British
Army, and that he, COLONEL JAMES FERGUSON , was Killed at the Battle of Williamson's

Plantation, alsc called the Battle of iUCKL" IEFEAT... It is quite possible that SAMUEL
had other family members living in this area...that they came dowm fror.. Pemylvama or

Virginia, having came through Ph:.ladelphn. or. other ports .-
I. have sea.rched in depth for father of SAMUEL FEGUSO;J but had no success.
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The intestacy of COL, JAMES FERGUSON, brother to SAMUEL, is found in the old CAIIDEH
DISTRICT records . It was not filed unt:.l 1785, and SAM J.MUEI. FERGUSON ( presumably h:.s
brothar) and ROBERT FERGUSON were Bondsmen to the administration to MARY x) FE?GUSOY

the widow. No other heirs are mentioned.
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- SKIUEL FERGUCON, ™ of Bilg dociy Creeir, Chester District Sge. 31 Hay 1817
and Ttate of Scuth Carclinc..’ S Proven 13 November 1817

Cvery Jid ond wesrel! File # 20-205

Nemes in hi: will:
ISABELLZ: ... beloved wife...” negros..housechold goods.e.stock..etc.”

SAMUEL ceoeeeS0Neea minor.." till SAMUEL comes cof ageees’’

IIARGARET FERGUSON...a Doughter..” as Margaret is incapablc of caving for herself’

e -
JO2EP FERGUSON...Son .. ' negro named Tome.”

E3 L0 FYY DN
~ Dauvghter
AT, .o surname...One negre named ALY Jnr.

PR Sl

AGHDS HMcKOWN. . Daughier.. ' One negro nemed RATCHEL..?

IfRTILA EAILSY,..Grand daughier... Negre JEAH

JATE TERCUSON...Son and Sole Exscutor

MALLND: HORGAW ). _ .
g Grand daughters ™ a bond for % 400 which I have on

a
MARY HMORGAT their father..”

Gard. Jomdieson
- Zach. Hicklin/ .
William Dobertson N
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' Pagers:.n vhis file show that:
'JOSEPH FZRGUSON went to MERTWETHER Co. Ga.
MARY FERGUSON wed WILLIAN FERGUSON and both cre buried in HOPEVELL BAPTIST CHURCHYARD

o e
.

in Chester County, S« C. Viz
TARY FERGUSON/ wife of WILLIAM FERGUSON/ 22 January 1796/ 20 Sept. 1870
"TLIIN: FERGUSON/ Died 22 Oct. 187L/ aged 80 years/ 8 mos/ 22 days/

ISABSLLA BATLZY, the grand daughter/ wed by 11 Oct, 1819/ JOHN HZATH

GEORGE McKECTN gave reccipt .f.'or-the sha;re of AGNES McKEOWN

TURNTR MORGAN, fother to MARY & MALIIDA HORGAN, gave receipt fof their shere,

Continued nexi page.



~ -.'-.»A"‘A'p : . Y up'lé;.

(o]
cr
oy
(
o

JAIES FERGUSQN, son of SAMUEL, ( ¢ racords pruve he wed MARY STINSON)
JA2ES FERGUSON according o~ his :“3::t<,nc which is ncar his f‘at}“e:'z’s
in CATHOLIC P’{ES YTERIAN CIURCIY'RD, dicd 5 May 1850, oged 68 years/ £ mos/ §

-

A J.Lulll. = Elder :O vears a: this churcn s o
This SELES, born 1 Jomuary 1792, was the eldest child [ nic pavents, whe verc
wed co. lave Mril or early I-I;Q,-' of 17’80. ’

The Scotch-Irish patiern of nomenclaturs uas ©o name the first son after the paterns
geandfuther, Thus it is probable thw th> father of SAMUEL was named JXRES. However
hcre it r.a.ghu be well to remember that in 1780, ot the Battle of HUCK's Defeat, SAMU

&k
had lost his brother, who was &lso naned JAIES, so this eldest son may have been
the namesale of his brother JAMES, :

Also buried in CATHOLIC is HARY (°TI]SO’Q .n.i‘c of JAMES FERGUSON

HADY PIRGUSON/ Ded 16 Dec. 1843/ aged Sb years/ 2 mos/ 1 day/

shridll

Therc is ne will or estote file for this JAMES in Chester Court Housz, and
0o may ‘z';"c ¢ivided his property prior to his death, thus have 1sft nothing to
divide. T will check the de e

ds w:t weelr & see if ho sold his land.,

In the llacy Strange papers, there is given the following data:

TARY ""I’\“‘Ox\‘ ved JNES T EBGU‘*‘OI’ 4 Son of SAMUEL IFERGUSOI & ISABTLLA BARBEFZ

Tc them were born nine children: _ 7 girls & 2 boys

Bldest da;ightcr Isabella narricd -JAéON HICKLIN

2nd dbr, ELIZABETH .m'arried‘ ‘*..u. ST“'?LDIG

3wd dbr, AGNES married a lir. COLEHAN

lith dir. KATE married a Mr, GRAFTON

5th daught.er HARY ANN married 2 IIR. HINDMAN : o -
th dtr. HEPZIBAN married DR. . STEVENSON

Tth dir. JANE married a Mr. HALL
WILLIAM, the first son of JAMES & MARY ( STIi \CM) TTRGUSON married a MR. VATE

EACRY)

BARBER FIRGUSON, the second son & lust child married three times but I have
no rccord of his wives or his family. ]
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NOTE: 1LXC : The MARY STRANGE papers were records accumulated by the late mrs,

.

IL’LRY ( WYLIE) STRANGE, noted historian on Chester County history and families,



